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they represent. On this day, Saturday, Juno Vth, which is 
the eve of Pentecost, 1633, Monsieur Legros, another famous 
sculptor, has placed in the next niche four fine figures repre- 
senting the miracle worked by our Saviour on the person of 
the man who had been blind from his birth : these figures are 
admirably executed, for it' appears as if you really saw done 
the action which is represented there : the blind man is in a 
most natural position, and the image of Jesus Christ is exe- 
cuted in a manner well suited to represent the action he is 
performing ; the two other figures are attentively looking on, 
and their suspense is plainly apparent in their countenances. 
There are at present but eleven niches, with their ornaments, 
to finish, and fill with figures representing our most sacred 
mysteries. The members of the chapter are too zealous in the 
cause of God, and are too desirous to embellish their church, 
to leave this part of it incomplete, which, when finished, will 
be a wonder of Christianity, and will instruct the ignorant as 
much as the most evangelical preachers can." 

The wish of the old historian was satisfied. The screen has 
long been completed, and it has luckily suffered hardly any 
injuries either from time or man. On it, there are forty-one 
groups of figures, and the following are the subjects they re- 
present : — 

God announcing the birth of the Virgin to St. Joachim : in 
the background are seen some shepherds, one of whom is play- 
ing the bag-pipes. — St. Anne praying in her chamber, and 
listening to the same announcement ; by her side is a servant. 
— St. Joachim and St. Anne meeting at a gate of the city of 
Jerusalem, called the " Golden gate," and congratulating each 
other on the joyful news. — The birth of the Virgin; the 
infant is about to be plunged into a basin. — The Virgin going 
to the temple followed by her father and mother. — The mar- 
riage of the Virgin and St. Joseph.— The Annunciation ; the 
angel Gabriel and the Virgin. — The visit of the Virgin to her 
cousin, St. Elizabeth. — The Virgin, Joseph, and an angel. — 
Angels adoring Jesus in his manger. — The Circumcision. — 
The three wise men offering gold, myrrh, and incense to 
Jesus. — St. Simeon, the high priest, presenting Jesus to God. 
— Herod, on his throne, ordering the children to be slain; 
mothers in tears, massacre; in the background, the flight 
into Egypt. — The Baptism of Christ. — Jesus and the Devil 
on the pinnacle of the Temple. — Jesus Christ and the 
woman of Canaan ; "Be it unto thee even as thou wilt; and 
her daughter was made whole from that very hour." — Jesus 
appearing resplendent with light, between Moses and Elias, 
to his disciples on Mount Thabor. — The woman taken in 
adultery. — Jesus approaching Bethlehem. — The inhabitants of 
Bethlehem coming to meet Jesus. — Jesus praying in the 
Garden of Olives. — Judas betraying his master with a kiss. — 
Jesus accused before Pilate. — Jesus bound and scourged. — 
Jesus crowned with thorns and insulted. — The Crucifixion. — 
The descent from the cross. — Jesus Christ rising from the 
sepulchre. — The three women at the sepulchre. — Jesus Christ 
and the two pilgrims of Emmaus. — St. Thomas touching the 
wounds. — Jesus Christ appearing to the Virgin. — Jesus Christ 
going up to Heaven. — The Holy Ghost descending into the 
room in which the Virgin and the apostles were assembled. 
— xldoration of the cross. — Death of the Holy Virgin. — The 
apostles carrying her body to the tomb.' — Angels carrying the 
Virgin up to Heaven. — The Virgin crowned in Heaven. 

The pilasters which separate these groups one from another, 
as well as the walls which serve as their base, and which 
form the screen, are ornamented with arabesques, niches, 
Gothic canopies, sculptured columns, statues, and medallions. 
The whole is surmounted by a trellis of open pyramids and 
tracery, of such exquisite and delicate workmanship that it 
has been compared to goldsmiths' filigree -work, or point-lace 
in stone. The rare beauty of this piece of art would alone 
suffice to give celebrity to a cathedral which is also famous 
for so many other chefs-d'oeuvre. 

It was in the choir of this cathedral that Henry IV., of 
England, was crowned in 159-1; Rheims, where coronations 
generally took place, being then in possession of the 
Leaguers. 



THE WEATHER FORETOLD BY OBSERVING 
THE HABITS OF SPIDERS. 

Quadiiemeu Disjomval, a Frenchman by birth, was adjutant- 
general in Holland, and took an active part on the side of the 
Dutch patriots when they revolted against the Stadholder. 
On the arrival of the Prussian army, under the Duke of 
Brunswick, he was immediately taken, tried, and having been 
condemned to twenty-five years' imprisonment, was incarce- 
rated in a dungeon at Utrecht, where he remained eight years. 
Spiders were almost the only living objects which Disjonval 
saw in his prison. Partly to beguile the tedious monotony of 
his life, and partly from a taste which he had imbibed for 
natural history, he began to seek employment, and eventually 
found amusement in watching the habits and movements of 
his tiny fellow-prisoners. He soon remarked that certain 
actions of the spiders were intimately connected with approach- 
ing changes in the weather. A violent pain on one side of his 
head, to which he was subject at such times, had first drawn 
his attention to the connexion between such changes and corre- 
sponding movements among the spiders. For instance, he re- 
marked that those spiders which spun a large web in a wheel- 
like form invariably withdrew from his cell when he had his bad 
head-ache ; and that these two signs, namely, the pain in his 
head and the disappearance of the spiders, were as invaribly 
followed by the very severe weather. So often as his head- 
ache attacked him, so regalarly did the spiders disappear, and 
then rain and the north-east winds prevailed for several days. 
As the spiders began to show themseles again in their webs, 
and display their usual activity, so did his pains gradually 
leave him until he got well and the fine weather returned. 
Further observations confirmed him in believing these spiders 
to be in the highest degree sensitive of approaching changes 
in the atmosphere, and that their retirement and perseverance, 
their weaving and general habits, were so intimately connected 
with changes in the weather, that he concluded they were of 
all things best fitted to give accurate information when severe 
weather might be expected. In short Disjonval pursued 
these inquiries and observations with so much industry and 
intelligence, that by remarking the habits of his spiders, he 
was at length enabled to prognosticate the approach of severe 
weather from ten to fourteen days before it set in, which is 
proved by the following fact which led to his release. 

AVhen the troops of the Ereneh republic overran Holland in 
the winter of 1794, snd kept pushing forward over the ice, a 
suddeu and unexpected thaw, in the early part of the month of 
December, threatened the destruction of the whole army unless 
it was instantly withdrawn. The French generals were 
thinking seriously of accepting a sum offered by the Dutch, 
and withdrawing their troops, when Disjonval, who hoped 
that the success of the republican army might lead to his 
release, used every exertion, and at length succeeded in getting 
a letter conveyed to the French general in January, 1795, in 
which he pledged himself, from the peculiar actions of the 
spiders, of whose movements he was now enabled to judge 
with perfect accuracy, that within fourteen days there would 
commence a most severe frost, which would make the French 
masters of all the rivers, and afford them sufficient time to 
complete and make sure of the conquest they had commenced, 
before it should be followed by a thaw. The commander of 
the French forces believed his prognostication, and persevered. 
The cold weather, which Disjonval had announced, made its 
appearance in twelve days, and with such intensity, that the 
ice over the rivers and canals became capable of bearing the 
heaviest artillery. 

On the 28th of January, 1795, the French army entered 
Utrecht in triumph, and Quatremer Disjonval, who had 
watched the habits of his spiders with so much intelligence 
and success, was, as a reward for Ms ingenuity, relea&ed from 
his lengthened incarceration in the prison of Utrecht. 

This anecdote of the habits of spiders, ascertained during 
an imprisonment, will be associated in the minds of the reader 
with one having reference to the perseverance of these insect*, 
as recorded in the eventful life of the celebrated Bruce. 



